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Co-op City Times / June 25, 2005

Co-op City man continues his resurrection

of the teachings of Booker 1. Washington

BY BILL STUTTIG . =

William Richard Craft, a Co-op City
resident who has dedicated much of the
last decade to researching the life and
accomplishments  of  Booker T
Washington, has again republished a book
of the writings of Washington, a former
slave who became a prominent African-
American leader during the late 19th and
early 20th Century. _

Entitled Character Building. the book by
Washington, the late founder of the
Tuskegee Institute, brings to light the teach-

He also strongly believes now
that if African-Americans of today,
particularly young people, were
reacquainted with Washington's
teachings, they could again benefit
and overcome some of the setbacks
which African-Americans have suf-
fered over the years as a result of
largely ignoring the teachings of
Washington and his strong beliefs
centered on the quest for economic
cmpoweriment.

Craft said that is why he feels so
etramly,, alegy m‘.-!.'\ll.l'":i{""..ﬂ.l'fnlihﬁl.s G

“udi. of Washington that urged African-

Americans of the early 20th century to strive
for economic independence and political
power through land and business ownership.

Craft, a retired executive turned histori-
cal researcher, afier exhaustive study has
maintained in an introduction to this
Washington work and his other published
book of Washington's writings, The Booker
T. Washington Chronicles, that Washington
became a “most unjustly maligned great
man whose philosophies and works helped
greatly advance many African-Americans
nearly a century ago, but whose memory
became smudged in later years .
because his ideas conflicted with the
teachings of other Black leaders in
the mid-20th century.

Craft believes that Washington's
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ence through industry and land own-

works of Washington.

In the first paragraph of the intro-
duction to the most recent book, Craft
begins with Washington's words:
“What we should do in all our schools
is turn out fewer job seekers and mote

‘qob makers, Any one, can'seek ' job

but it requires a person of rare ability
to create a job.”

Craft continues by summarizing what he
believes is the de-

empowerment, land ownership and sell
inspired a generation of black leaders
as  Marcus Ga

emphasizing of
Washingtons philoso-
phies and what this has
cost  the  African
American society over
the past century. Craft
writes, “The Black
American  today  is
practically nothing in
the grand scheme of

Elijah Muhammad,
MNoble Drew Al
black millionaire e
preneurs such as &
Fuller and A.G. Gas

The historical sc
ar said that he comy
speeches, articles
‘other writings |
it Wast







